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The price of insulin in the U.S. has increased more than
double since 2012. That’s put the lifesaving hormone out of
reach for some people with diabetes. The deductible of the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) has
gotten patient out-of-pocket before his/her insurance is even
going to kick in. People get a different response for why
insulin prices have risen so high. Some blame middlemen
— such as pharmacy benefit managers — for negotiating
lower prices with pharmaceutical companies without
passing savings on to customers. Much of the blame
should fall on the three main manufacturers of insulin
today: Sanofi of France, Novo Nordisk of Denmark and
Eli Lilly in the U.S. The three companies are being sued in
U.S. Federal Court by diabetic patients in Massachusetts
who allege the prices are rising at the expense of patients’
health.
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1 Matt Smith, Insulin Price Hikes Draw Blood, Criticism, WEBMD, Nov.
8, 2016, https://www.webmd.com/diabetes/news/20161108/insulin-
price-hikes-draw-blood-criticism#2 (last visited Jan. 24, 2019).
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