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On the Criminal Liability of Dementia Patients:

Comments on the Judgment of Taiwan High Court
Tainan Branch Court Shang Su Zi No. 934 (2018)
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The sharp increase in the number of dementia patients
has not only brought about impacts on the medical and
public health systems, but also created various challenges
to the judicial system. Among such challenges, a question
worth examining in regard to criminal justice is: When
the perpetrator of a crime is a dementia patient, what
challenges might their criminal behavior cause to the
criminal proceedings? Also, what adjustments, if any,
should the criminal justice procedures adopt in response
to these challenges? In this regard, the present research
approaches the issue by reviewing the medical causes and
characteristics of dementia and outlining the challenges it
poses to criminal justice. The research then analyzes how
the criminal justice system tackles the challenges brought
about by dementia in terms of comparative law. Lastly,
comments on a specific judgment made by the Taiwan
High Court Tainan Branch Court in 2018 are presented to

support the statements made.
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