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Sustainable National Health Insurance
and Social Solidarity
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A sustainable welfare system is underpinned by social
solidarity, maintaining the equal opportunity for the present
and future generations to equitably enjoy the resources
or rights that the system aims to ensure. The National
Health Insurance (NHI), as an integral part of the welfare
system in Taiwan, aims to protect people from the financial
burdens due to healthcare needs. Its pay-as-you-go financial
basis, along with the population and economic structure
in Taiwan, has compelled the intergenerational transfer of
resources from the future to meet the needs of the present
generation. This is the origin of the sustainability issue of
the NHI. Reformers could consider more redistributive
financial arrangements, and should reexamine the solidarity

that is supposed to underpin the NHI.
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