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Utilizing psychiatric methods, forensic psychiatric
assessment assists the courts to understand the facts
regarding the mentality and behaviors of the litigating
parties or persons concerned in criminal cases. Recently,
debates on criminal forensic psychiatric assessment brought
about challenges to the quality and credibility of the
assessment. Therefore, the paper briefly introduced some
issues in the assessment for criminal cases. It is hoped that
after the Citizen Judge Act is completely implemented,
the paper could facilitate the citizen judges’ understanding
of the assessment and promote the fulfillment of criminal
justice. The second section of the paper describes
procedure for conducting criminal forensic psychiatric
assessment and the principles of its arrangement. The third
section addresses the assessment regarding competence to
stand trial, criminal responsibility, competency to testify,
criminal custody, death penalty sentencing, criminal
offender corrigibility, competence to be executed or
imprisoned, malingering, and post-traumatic stress disorder.
It emphasizes that different capacities have different
connotations; legal concepts should be operationalized; and
the misunderstanding and misuse of the psychiatric terms
must be avoided. Finally, it is hoped that the paper could
facilitate the collaboration between psychiatry and law
for enhancing the theory and quality of criminal forensic

psychiatric assessments.
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