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The forensic psychiatric evaluation for posttraumatic stress

disorder (PTSD) is usually treated as one of corroborating
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evidence when there is no direct evidence in sexual assault
trials in Taiwan. However, it has raised controversies. From
the perspective of forensic psychiatry, this study tries to
illustrate PTSD with its epidemiology, etiology, clinical
presentation, differential diagnosis, comorbidity, clinical
course and prognosis. The paper focuses on PTSD after
the sexual assault. It also reviews the PTSD screening
tools and the relationship between the sexual assault and
PTSD. Finally, the roles of forensic psychiatric evaluation
for PTSD in sexual assault trials are further explored. The
article shares practical experience in forensic psychiatric

evaluation process for PTSD.
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