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HTJ‘ Apology Law: Myth or Reality (1)
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In order to protect the rights and interests of both doctors
and patients, promote a harmonious relationship between
doctors and patients, improve the medical practice
environment, ensure patient safety, improve medical
quality, and establish a proper and speedy medical dispute
resolution mechanism, the Legislative Yuan of Taiwan
passed the “Medical accident prevention and dispute
resolution act” (The Prevention Act) on June 22, 2022.
Article 7 and Article 23 of this act both mention apology.
American apology laws broadly fall into two categories, full
protection and partial protection. Fully protection apology
law protects statements that express regret and disclose
errors. However, in most state apology laws are partially
protected apology laws that only protect expressions of
regret and have no protection against false disclosures. An
unintended effect of apology is that it might encourage or
remind patients to sue after adverse events. Because, once
a patient realizes that a physician has made a medical error,
the patient’s incentive to file a claim may increase, even if
the apology itself is not evidence admissible. Article 7 and
Article 23 of the apology provisions of The Prevention Act
adopt the partial protection of the American apology law.
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