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A Normative Ethical Justification of Current Triage in
Germany: Focus on the Immediate Success Prognosis
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Since 2020, COVID-19 has caused the global pandemic,
having not subsided completely, and changed clearly the
established patterns of human life and social systems;
the health care system was the first to be affected, as seen
in the first wave of the global pandemic in the European
countries. The large number of patients seeking treatments
in medical institutions which were supported by existing
medical resource led to the need for the triage which in
turn led to the controversy of sacrificing some patients
to save others. The utilitarian viewpoint reflected in the
appeal “the more people are saved, the better” might be
based on the idea that all people are equal, but in reality
it may not be to avoid the institutional inequality, not to
mention its conflict with the current German legal system
with the deontological characteristic, which affirms human
dignity and the non-differentiation of the value of human
life, and therefore should not measure the importance
of life. At first glance, the current “immediate success
prognosis” seems to be based on the utilitarian viewpoint,
which is controversial. However, this paper tries to point

out that the current German triage is not entirely based on
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the utilitarianism, but rather on the premise of the theory
of justice, which reconciles the deontological ethics and
the utilitarian concerning the triage as an allocation system
of medical resource. It is inevitable that the scarification
and treatment under the triage due to the lack of medical
resource. If the triage doesn’t take the life of an individual
as a means of medical treatment for others, it could
hardly be said that it infringes on the status of individual

subjectivity and violets human dignity as the consequence.
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