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Case about Arterial Gas Embolism during Thoracoscopic

ﬁ' 2 Surgery: Constituent Elements and Issues
;I:ﬁ Coordination in Medical Civil Liability
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Bl E2EABEEREERESERZHIR (Professor, Department of
Otolaryngology, National Taiwan University College of Medicine )
BAEE - £ B (&R (causal relationship) + & £ 8 = (medical

damage) - EEiRs%k (medical negligence) - EEETE (medical
appraisal) ~ FE¥EFE (evidence investigation )
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Types of medical negligence are diverse and complex.
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Courts are bound by professional constraints, and it is
inevitably difficult to focus in the discovery process.
However, in addition to negligence, causation is a critical
element in determining liability for damages. Even if there
is negligence in medical treatment, there must still be a
significant causal relationship between the negligence
and the harm suffered by the patient before the medical
provider can be held liable for damages. In a case such as
this, where the proximate cause of the medical harm is a
rare and unique medical event (gas embolism), the court’s
evidentiary inquiry can be approached through the lens
of causation, filtering out irrelevant issues and quickly

focusing on the core medical issues.
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