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In recent years, the Finnish government has been actively
promoting the secondary use of health data and research
in precision medicine. The FinnGen project, through a
public-private partnership, is jointly funded by the Finnish
government and international pharmaceutical companies. It
utilizes the human biobanks within Finland to collect and
analyze the genes and health data of 500,000 participants,
with the hope of identifying new methods for disease
prevention, diagnosis and treatment, while also establishing
the big data foundation for biomedical research. This
article analyzes and introduces the FinnGen project, its
governance model in collaboration with pharmaceutical
companies, specimen processing, data integration, and
personal data protection. Subsequently, it discusses the
regulations and challenges faced by the Finnish biobanks.
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1 FinnGen, Purpose and Goals (FinnGen), https://www.finngen.fi/en/
purpose_and_goals (last visited Jan. 2, 2024).

2 FinnGen, Finngen Project (FinnGen), https://www.finngen.fi/en/for_
researchers (last visited Jan. 2, 2024).

3 See FINBB, ‘Services for FINBB Members’ (FINBB), https://finbb.fi/
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