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The implementation of the Citizen Judges Act (Act on
Criminal Trials with the participation of Citizen Judge) has
had a notable impact on criminal psychiatric evaluations.
In the course of trial procedures, it may be necessary for
the judge to request a pre- and post-evaluation meeting
that involve the prosecution, defense attorney, and expert
witness. During cross-examination, it is recommended that
expert witnesses express their professional opinion clearly
and objectively, avoiding biased or expressing emotionally.
It is important for them to remain neutral and not
represent their judgment on the ultimate issue of criminal
responsibility. It is also advisable for them to avoid using
technical jargon without explaining it first. Additionally, it
is worth noting that sentencing may also become a focus of
defense besides responsibility.Furthermore, it is important
to note that expert witnesses base their judgments on
evidence and testimony from a variety of sources, including
their own team. In situations where there are conflicting
opinions, any gaps in the data and how the expert witness
handles and explains them will be subject to close scrutiny
by the jury in court. Moreover, due to the legal revision
of criminal proceedings regarding psychiatric evaluation,
the expert’s participation and involvement in the criminal
proceedings will unavoidably be the main point of interest

during the trial in the citizen judge court.
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