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The Damages Case Involving Medical
Records: The Ownership and Disclosure
Obligations Concerning Medical Records
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This paper examines the legal nature of ownership and
disclosure duties regarding medical records through
a Taiwanese damages case. It argues that although
the physical record belongs to the medical institution,
the information it contains constitutes the patient’s
personal data and personality right, protected under the
Personal Data Protection Act. By comparing Japanese
jurisprudence—from early denial to later recognition of the
disclosure duty as an ancillary contractual obligation—the
study highlights the personalization of medical information
rights. It concludes that Taiwan should codify patients’
informational rights and establish clear procedures for
medical record disclosure to balance autonomy, personality

rights, and medical trust.
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