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The Duty of Disclosure and Surgical
Consent Forms: Lessons from UK Case
Law on Implementing Patient Autonomy
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Grounded in the principle of patient autonomy, this article

examines how the duty of disclosure is implemented
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through surgical consent forms in Taiwan and highlights
its limitations. Following the Ministry of Health and
Welfare' s 2017 revision of the standard surgical consent
form and the Supreme Court Criminal Judgment No. 2676
(2005), the scope of disclosure has shifted in practice from
a “reasonable physician” standard to a “reasonable patient”
standard. However, consent forms have increasingly
become lengthy as a defensive response to litigation,
creating an information paradox that may not genuinely
promote patient understanding. Drawing lessons from
the development of UK case law, this article argues for
re-centering consent on meaningful dialogue and shared
decision-making. It concludes by proposing reforms that
strengthen communication training, embed shared decision-
making in clinical practice, and foster a trust-oriented

culture.
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