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Healthcare Distributive Justice :
Theories and Challenges
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Healthcare distribution unavoidably involves hard
decisions and tragic choices due to resource scarcity and
the rapid expansion of medical technologies. However,
decisions regarding healthcare distribution are not merely
a technical matter of medical expertise, organizational
design, or economic efficiency. Rather, they are inherently
value-laden, shaped by plural and conflicting moral,
cultural, and social commitments. In this context, political
philosophy — particularly theories of distributive justice
— provides essential normative foundations for evaluating
how healthcare resources ought to be distributed and
for determining what constitutes a justified distribution
principle. This article examines several influential theories
of distributive justice, including utilitarianism, Robert
Nozick’s entitlement theory, John Rawls’s theory of
justice, Norman Daniels’s account of the normal range
of opportunity and his framework of accountability for
reasonableness, Ronald Dworkin’s prudent insurance
model, and Amartya Sen’s basic capabilities approach.
Through this survey, the article explores how these theories
address persistent challenges in healthcare distribution,
including the overly expansive scope of health-care needs,
the difficulty of establishing operational priority-setting
criteria, and the struggle to reconcile normative ideals with

the realities of scarce resources and deep value pluralism.
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47 ST. Louis U. L. J. 411, 413 (2003).
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