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Case of Compensation Awarded for Breach of
Duty of Care in Premature Rupture of Membranes
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The issued case pertains to an instance of medical
malpractice that occurred during the delivery of a patient
with premature rupture of membranes at a general hospital
in Hamamatsu City, Japan. This incident resulted in
neonatal asphyxia and subsequent severe cerebral palsy. A
and parents initiated legal proceedings against the defendant
hospital, seeking compensation for breach of contract and
tort. As indicated in the hospital’s report on serious adverse
events, the mother exhibited symptoms of chorioamnionitis
and intrauterine infection as a consequence of premature
rupture of the membranes. The patient’s condition was
further exacerbated by a Group B Streptococcus (GBS)
infection, leading to sepsis. The continuous administration
of oxytocin resulted in excessive or overly strong uterine
contractions, thereby exacerbating the patient’s condition.
However, the presence of unclear cardiotocography (CTG)
data hindered the confirmation of the onset and duration of
A’s decelerated heart rate. The court ultimately determined
that in instances where CTG indicated an increase in fetal
hypoxia and uterine contraction frequency to a level that
could be assessed as frequent contractions, and if labor
progression and speed could not support early spontaneous
delivery, and in the presence of clinical manifestations
such as premature rupture of membranes and fever, even if
the diagnostic criteria for chorioamnionitis were not fully
met, there was a strong indication for the recognition of
infection. Caution should be exercised in management, with

immediate emergency caesarean section being performed.
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Failure to do so constitutes medical negligence.
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