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Patent Law for the Pharmaceutical Profession (1) :
The Fundamental Goals of Patent Law and
the Pharmaceutical Industry’ s Unique Significance
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“Patent Law for the Pharmaceutical Profession” is a
series introducing key doctrinal concepts of patent law,
with particular focus on the context of the pharmaceutical
industry. This first entry outlines the fundamental purpose
of patent law, and highlights how the pharmaceutical
sector warrants special attention, to the point where many
patent law provisions are tailor-made for it. At the core
of all patent law doctrinal controversies lie the tradeoff
between creating incentives to innovate through granting
an exclusive right, and opening up technologies for public
use. With this in mind, it follows that the pharmaceutical
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industry is patent law’s “VIP,” given the high costs and risk
in drug development, as well as the crucial values of health
and life-saving associated with its products. As such, a
comprehensive understanding of patent law must not omit

the pharmaceutical industry perspective.
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