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Dilemmas in Disciplinary Action, Re-education,
and Professional Autonomy: A Study Centered
on the South Korean Doctors’Collective Action Crisis
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The 2024 South Korean doctors’ collective resignation
crisis constitutes a compound crisis spanning politics, law,
and healthcare governance. This article analyzes three
dimensions: first, the legal controversies surrounding the
government’s use of administrative coercion under Article
59 of the Medical Service Act, including disciplinary
action and license revocation; second, the institutional
design and limitations of the physician re-education and
re-entry (PRR) system in license management, clinical
competency restoration, and ethical reconstruction; and
third, the contraction and reconstitution of professional
autonomy space for the Korean Medical Association
(KMA) under dual pressures of state regulatory control
and public trust erosion. This article argues that the crisis
exposed structural contradictions within South Korea’s
healthcare system under aging demographic pressures, and
reveals the irreconcilable tensions between administrative
coercion, occupational freedom, and social trust when the
state intervenes in professional autonomy under the guise
of public interest. The study recommends establishing
tripartite consultation mechanisms and rebuilding the
foundation of trust between the medical community and the
state through fiscal incentive reform and the revitalization

of professional self-governance.
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