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The Protection and Limits of the Right
to Reputation of Medical Personnel Under the
Offenses Against Reputation
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Verbal abuse of medical personnel has consistently

constituted the largest category of medical violence.
However, unless the verbal abuse reaches the level of rape,
coercion, or intimidation, it only involves defamation,

specifically public insult and libel. Because these crimes
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are considered minor offenses and require a complaint
to be brought, and especially given the constitutional
protection of freedom of speech, defamation in judicial
practice is unlikely to result in severe sentences and may
even lead to non-prosecution or acquittal. This article uses
online comments about medical personnel to discuss the

boundaries of defamation punishment.
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