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On May 21, 2026, the Full Bench (En Banc) of the Supreme
Court of Korea rendered a unanimous verdict of acquittal in
two cases where tattooists were prosecuted for unlicensed
medical practice in violation of the Medical Service Act.
This landmark ruling officially overturned a 34-year-old
line of precedent dating back to the 1992 Supreme Court
Decision 91D03219, thereby establishing that conventional
commercial tattooing (including both cosmetic and artistic
tattooing) performed by non-medical practitioners does not
constitute “unlicensed medical practice” prohibited under
Article 27, Paragraph 1 of the Medical Service Act.

This paper outlines the factual backgrounds of both cases
and the holdings and reasoning of the Supreme Court’s
judgment, while providing an analytical commentary on
its jurisprudential rationale and its implications for the

legalization process for tattoo artists.
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