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Regulating Novel Tobacco Products and
Drug-Vaping Vectors: Lessons from South
Korea’s 2026 Reforms for Taiwan
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The rapid emergence and proliferation of novel tobacco

HHE

products and synthetic nicotine products have outpaced
traditional tobacco control policies, highlighting the
regulatory lag inherent in health law, where technological
innovation outpaces the law. Taking the major 2026
amendments to South Korea’s Tobacco Business Act and
National Health Promotion Act (effective April 2026) as its
focus, this article analyzes how these reforms shifted the
regulatory paradigm for tobacco products from a traditional
plant-material source-tracing model to one centered on the
management of addictive active substances. Through this
shift, synthetic nicotine was also formally brought within
the scope of regulation, and a multi-layered defensive
framework was established, comprising the integrated
regulation of devices and pods, biennial constituent
testing with public disclosure of data, a comprehensive
ban on online sales, and platform gatekeeper liability.

This article further examines South Korea’s responses
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to the crisis posed by drug-vaping vectors such as
Etomidate (so-called “K-POD, zombie vapes”), including
its strategy of precautionary anticipatory scheduling, the
temporary controlled-substance designation system, and
the mandatory binding of medical-supply flows to the
Narcotics Information Management System (NIMS).
This article argues that Taiwan’s regulatory impasse
originates not from insufficient regulatory intensity but
from a misidentified object of regulation: so long as the
statutory definition of tobacco products remains anchored
in plant-material source-tracing and in the resemblance
of a device’s outward form, the criminalisation of supply,
the penalisation of possession, confiscation regimes and
platform liability alike are merely layered upon the same
defective foundation. It thereby seeks to offer regulatory
lessons for Taiwan in countering novel tobacco products
and emerging drug-vaping vectors, to effectively address
the public health risks that accompany technological
innovation, and to build a robust public health defense line

in the digital age.
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