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Legal Boundaries and Regulatory Frameworks
for Medical Imaging Management in
Healthcare Settings: Balancing Patient
Privacy and Healthcare Workplace Safety
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With growing awareness of personal data protection and
the increasing occurrence of violence against healthcare
professionals, healthcare institutions face the dual challenge
of safeguarding patient privacy and ensuring workplace
safety. Medical images constitute sensitive personal data
and are widely used in clinical practice, disease monitoring,
medical education, and the preservation of evidence
in medical disputes. This article examines the legal
foundations, practical needs, and potential risks associated
with medical image management from the perspectives of
healthcare administration and clinical practice.

The study finds that existing regulations governing
consultation-room recording, ward surveillance, and the
use of medical images remain subject to considerable
interpretative uncertainty, creating compliance challenges
for healthcare institutions. To balance patient privacy,
healthcare quality, and occupational safety, this article
proposes a three-tier classification framework for healthcare
spaces and develops a comprehensive medical image
lifecycle management model covering data collection,
storage, access, utilization, and destruction.

This article argues that a risk-based and proportionate
governance approach should be adopted to establish
a medical image management system that effectively
balances patient rights, healthcare worker safety, and the

public interest.
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