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Legal Education Reform in

Tarwan: Are Japan and Korea
the Models?

44

Abstract

Although scholars often place Taiwan in the same category as
Japan and Korea in terms of legal education, several differences,
particularly the separation of examinations for judicial officers and
lawyers, make Taiwan develop a different evolutionary path of
legal education. The failure of the reform during 2005 to 2007,
which planned to establish a system of American style law schools
similar to those in Japan and Korea, was not only because of

reformers’ ignorance on issues of drawing necessary resources for

AX (B7F: GHBPHFTRE RD  BAEBRAEE?) GHERAE
F 224 e ( American Association of Law Schools, AALS) #4F 7
#yJournal of Legal Education (SSCI), Volume 62, Number 1, pp. 32-65,
August 2012 - % 1% M sk 7 £ B % 2 g #0845 THE CONTEMPORARY
CIVIL LAW TRADITION: EUROPE, LATIN AMERICA, AND EAST
ASIA, CASES AND MATERIALS, 647-656 (LexisNexis i i » December
9,2015) - 3t F##9+% sk, £ F A X Tayvan’da Hukuk Egitimi Reformu: Kore
ve Japonya Bir Model Olabilir mi?, | # 7 Turkish Justice Academy
Review » 174 » 201544 F > B141-183
. [ElpFE [
Keywords: legal education, law school, bar exam, ?%gg E%
the Examination Yuan, legal profession EF e [E]
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new law schools, but also because language barriers make the total
length of years for educating transnational lawyers in Taiwan is
inevitably longer than that for American legal education.
Therefore, it is likely that undergraduate law programs will still
produce the major portion of members of the legal profession.
According to the new rules adopting in 2011, it is likely that more
judges will be selected from experienced practicing lawyers as the
way in the Anglo-American tradition, instead of through national
admission examinations as the post-reform systems in Japan and
Korea. This development will further distinct the future of legal

education in Taiwan from that of the two countries.

I. Introduction

In 2007, a law professor at Keio University, who was also a
member of the Japanese bar examination committee, was accused
of leaking the contents of the bar exam during his class lectures.”
The incident was said to have caused a substantial increase in the
pass rate of Keio law graduates that year. The resulting scandal led
to removal of the accused professor from the bar examination
committee and his resignation from Keio University.2 Later that
year, to prevent similar occurrences the Japanese Ministry of
Justice announced new rules governing conduct of the bar

. . . 3
examination committee.

Eiji Yamamura, Introduction of the new bar examination and the changing
effect of influential professors on its outcomes: The case of Japan 2006-
2009, MPRA Paper No. 21371, at 3 (2010), available at http://mpra.ub.uni-
muenchen.de/21371/1/MPRA_paper_21371.pdf.

Id.

1d. at 8.
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