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Integration of Offshore Wind
Development Regulations and Policy:
the Potential Regulatory Role of the
Ocean Affairs Council

Po-Hsiang OU”
Abstract

The Ocean Affairs Council (OAC) was founded in 2018 to
integrate Taiwan’s ocean affairs, and its positioning in the
overall regulatory space is crucial to the development of
relevant law and policy. Taiwan’s offshore wind policy, from
the demo projects, to the “zone of potential” sites currently
under construction, and to the so-called “zonal development
round” that will soon be announced, has been led by the Bureau
of Energy (BOE) of the Ministry of Economic Affairs. As the
zonal development round will determine the use of Taiwan’s
marine space in the coming decades, coordination between the
relevant regime with the newly established OAC and its
expertise is critical to the sustainable development of offshore
wind in Taiwan. This research will focus on analysing
regulatory competition between existing offshore wind
regulations and several new bills proposed by the OAC. In
addition, the analysis will make reference to offshore wind

General Counsel, CI Wind Power Development Taiwan Co. Ltd.;
Practicing Lawyer in Taiwan; DPhil in Socio-Legal Studies, University
of Oxford.
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regulatory practice in Denmark, Germany and the UK, and the
path dependency regarding the institutional development of an
optimal regulator in these European regimes. By comparing
Taiwan’s current landscape of regulatory competition with
European experience, the study suggests that the OAC should
position itself to enable horizontal integration and gradual
institutional evolution — by supporting the BOE’s existing
regulations with a specialised role in marine spatial planning,
the OAC can create positive feedbacks to ensure Taiwan’s
offshore wind regulations to smoothly transition into a more
sustainable and comprehensive regime.

Keywords: Offshore Wind Power, Ocean Affairs Council,
Regulatory Competition, Path Dependence
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