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Rethinking the Issue of Allowing
the Use of Predictive Genetic Testing
Results in Insurance Underwriting
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In recent years, the lowering costs of predictive genetic
testing has facilitated its prevailing and again raise the
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issue: Whether predictive genetic test results should be
permitted to use in insurance underwriting. This note first
explores the opportunity the progress of genetic testing
technology brings to the insurance industry so as to verify
the urgency of discussing the above issue. Second, dialectic
approach will be applied to analyze and respond to both
pros and cons regarding insurers’ utilization of genetic
testing result. Third, British model will be introduced and
proclaimed as a model which best balance the interests
of consumers and insurers. Last, based on the dialectic
analyses and British model, this note will answer the

question: How Taiwanese Law should reflect on this issue.
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1 Robert Klitzman, Paul S. Appelbaum & Wendy Chung, Should Life
Insurance Have Access to Genetic Test Results?, 312(18) JOURNAL
OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 1855 (2014).

2 ROBERT KILTZMAN, AM | MY GENES? CONFRONTING FATE AND FAMILY
SECRETS IN THE AGE OF GENETIC TESTING 347 (2012).
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3 HM Government & ABI, Concordat and Moratorium on Genetics and
Insurance, 1, 3 (2014) , https://www.abi.org.uk/globalassets/sitecore/
files/documents/publications/public/migrated/genetics/concordat-and-
moratorium-on-genetics-and-insurance-20111.pdf (last visited Aug.
22, 2020).

4 ABI, Code on Genetic Testing and Insurance (2018), https://www.
abi.org.uk/globalassets/files/publications/public/genetics/code-on-
genetic-testing-and-insurance-final.pdf (last visited Aug. 22, 2020).
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7 Robert C. W. (Bob) Howard, FCIA & FSA, Genetic Testing Model: if
Underwriters Had No Access to Known Results. Canadian Institute of
Actuaries Report to CIA Research Committee (2014), https://www.cia-
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