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Legal Issues Concerning the Use of National
Health Insurance Cards by the Government in
Identifying Cardholders: Reflections on Statutory
Reservation and the Secondary use of Personal Data
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Nowadays the government uses the identification function
of National Health Insurance Card (NHI Card) for purposes
including selling masks, issuing stimulus vouchersand
tracking citizens’ entry/exit records. Whether the notion of
Statutory Reservation should be applied to the aforesaid
circumstances hinges upon whether the government may
lawfully identify persons when carrying out the aforesaid
affairs, rather than whether the government may exploit
the identification function of NHI Card. Even if the use of
NHI Card in identifying cardholders by the government has
met the requirements of Statutory Reservation, the relevant
requirements in respect of using personal data prescribed in
the Personal Data Protection Act (PDPA) shall be observed.
Compared with GDPR Article 6(4), the PDPA does not
have sufficient provisions in restricting secondary use of

personal data to protect the rights of individuals.
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