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Religious Exemptions of Vaccine Mandates:
A Short Analysis of Legal and Political Challenges
of American Society amidst the COVID-19 Pandemic
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Increasing vaccine coverage has been considered a critical
measure to counter the COVID-19 pandemic. While
the federal government launched a vaccination program
shortly after its emergency use authorization of vaccines,
the vaccine coverage of the United States is 63% that
only ranks 62th around the world by mid-January, 2022.
This relatively low coverage is commonly attributed to
the anti-vaccine movements, and anti-intellectualism
in the U.S. history, and religious exemption of vaccine
mandates recognized by most state and federal laws. From
a perspective of public health law and social research, this
article analyzes how religious exemption challenges U.S.
legal system and society (especially amidst this pandemic),
as well as to explores a more sophisticated balance between

public health needs and human rights protections.

2L =
=N

COVID-19 (CErEhhA ) EIEE20205F @ELIR - Ei
MR R BT R EIT A RBEENL RS o BE2%A L
"R%E . (anti-intellectualism) RENEBRBUSHEE - 54
2 & E B EBEXBRI#4) [ (Donald Trump ) -
WAE20205F5 B RERBFA BRI ARBL AR B HETE " &R TT

1 1% (Michael Burleigh) & R#REA © JIEXEEEE [EAEEME
BERZE - EEHE - 20214£984H - https://www.upmedia.mg/forum_
info.php?SerialNo=123336&Type=130 (ZIEEHH : 2022464714
H) -

22  Angle Health Law Review



o B HHIT - [ I
e EIRGEREEIE] http://www.angle.com.tw/

&), (Operation Warp-Speed ) * » NI 2EFARGH » BIBEHE
A~ BEE2021F1 BRINA = ERIE S @ WAEXBEZHEIETT o
HAEHRMEEYEER (Food and Drug
Administration, FDA ) 7£2020/F 1283 L E&35# ( Emergency
Use Authorization, EUA ) A E @ ¥EH-BNT ( Pfizer-
BioNTech) FRME R BREDKEZEL (Moderna) £
&7 (Janssen) H=FEHE® - 202141 B EH LEMNBFIFE
(Joseph Biden) 7£52 5#ER (Amazon) BLEWIR T » R
58 T EERBHLER L - BE2022F178178 0 Bk
M (BEFHE) SADLGIR63% » REt R
& (HFRFHRS51%) » HESENTI%ERNNNEE - &

2 TR REBRBLOIRIIER (ERR%ME) (Star Trek) F#IRA
R B S NE OV IR AR ZEIRATH) 4 » th3I1 3N E ABHIRAMER -
ERESEL -

3 U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, https://www.nihb.
org/covid-19/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Fact-sheet-operation-
warp-speed.pdf (last visited Jan. 17, 2022) « EE  » JI|[EARALTR
= BOe$] COVID-19% iz F— BB 5 — BB hn s B ER 4 55
EHRLIEE - Rebecca Shabad & the Associated Press, Trump Booed
after Revealing He Got a Covid Booster Shot, NBC NEwS, Dec. 21,
2021, https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-reveals-
he-got-covid-booster-shot-crowd-boos-him-n1286361 (last visited
Jan. 19, 2022).

4 U.S. Food & Drug Administration, FDA Takes Key Action in Fight
Against COVID-19 By Issuing Emergency Use Authorization
for First COVID-19 Vaccine, https://www.fda.gov/news-events/
press-announcements/fda-takes-key-action-fight-against-covid-
19-issuing-emergency-use-authorization-first-covid-19?utm_
medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery (last visited Jan. 17, 2022).

5 U.S. Food & Drug Administration, COVID-19 Vaccines, https://
www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-
disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines (last visited Jan. 17, 2022).

6 AJMC Staff, A Timeline of COVID-19 Vaccine Developments in
2021, https://www.ajmc.com/view/a-timeline-of-covid-19-vaccine-
developments-in-2021 (last visited Jan. 17, 2022).

7 The New York Times, Tracking Coronavirus Vaccinations Around
the World, https://lwww.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/world/covid-
vaccinations-tracker.html (last visited Apr. 20, 2022) - B = ~ 32

www.angle.comtw 23



