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The Legal and Ethical Issues of
Media Interviewing and Filming in Healthcare Settings
— Lessons from Chanko v. ABC
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Films and descriptions of scenes of bedsides and
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emergency rooms, scoops of the health status of public
figures, and other stories of the healthcare settings are
common in today’s media. Meanwhile, the duty of
confidentiality by healthcare providers is also the core of
patient-physician relations, as the Medical Law of Taiwan
explicitly stipulates this rule. Yet, how should healthcare
providers deal with the filming and interviewing of media?
The current legal scholarship in Taiwan does not seem
to have much discussion. This article examines Chanko
v. ABC, where the hospital and physicians agreed the
staffs of a medical reality to enter the emergency room
to film the scenes without consent from the patient or
his family. Despite that the patient’s image was pixilated
for de-identification, the court held the hospital and the
physician liable, violating the duty of patient-physician
confidentiality. This article attempts to learn lessons to
the Taiwan law through reviewing the reasoning of this
case, the federal agency Office of Civil Rights’ subsequent

statement, and related debates on medical ethics.

S HIE  WARTARR A RER I 2 Rl

EEAEENBRBAREBRESRY AWM HERRER
REPABECERARAZHRANKRE > gl HR (BFE
HIEERE) ARADERREREFET BT RERNE
o TRABLENES SHEREE - BENARENERR
SRR - EREREN T EREIREHE , (medical realities )
FEF 1990F R RER" » IUBIRERIRGIEIEIME ~ PhBEE(E

1 Faith Lagay, Resuscitating Privacy in Emergency Settings:
AMA Policy Requires Patients’Consent before Filming, http://

194  Angle Health Law Review



5
http://www.angle.com.tw/magazine/m_single.asp?BKID=1804

REN - BREBREBRNAREERBETIER - NETER
RESERBRENESNN  FRIRSR2ERNER - H2E
EAEHNEMEFEENREE  BREENHmEBEINREAB
RREERNWER LB B ARXIIEBEREZEMAER
THREE ) MAERE » WBERME N ARER © BV ERE
RENEEE @ BREEFEIZNERENREN—R  B&
BELEXME  NMEREFRARNL - ZRTEHEIR ARRE
FHEET » FRAgE TREZEABBRITANERENR - E
RZZ|HEICHERMIPERBAIIA Chanko v. ABCE » Z& 3%
BREBEA— "EZHERE/AT ) (American Broadcasting
Company, Inc., ABC) HRPIBEREIRH B RNFE - hE
FolBRBRTERBHERME - KRAEN LEESRER
FREVZYE
24 HABREIRHEERAKAR - BEEHNA
MAYEREBINIRE - DUNIE RS M B AT 2k B8 Frimat Bl IR
AMHBERNBERLAER! - 2EE FHNEREBREE
BHBAAXEE  mAERMNE (UTEREERE) a8 m
"EFRREEIERRIESEE, @ A BEREEREZ
BELUSEZEBIRGZRR  E2EE LRTRE BT R

journalofethics.ama-assn.org/2003/02/pfor1-0302.html (last visited
Dec. 4, 2016).

2 RANKERS, The Best Reality Medical Shows, http://www.ranker.com/
list/best-reality-medical-shows/tvs-frank (last visited Dec. 4, 2016).
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Id. at *3.

8 Chanko v. Am. Broadcasting Co.,Inc., 27 N.Y.3d 46, 50-51 (N.Y.
2016).
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