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Will People Wake from Vegetative State?
New Test Could Tell
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According to a new study, the positron emission

tomography (PET) scan, may be able to differentiate

between minimally conscious brains and those in a
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vegetative state. This technology could help doctors to
estimate the chance of brain trauma patient recovery. The
PET scan data could correctly distinguish between minimal
consciousness and severe unresponsive wakefulness with
89% accuracy. In Taiwan, the Hospice Palliative Care Act
is specifically stipulated to respect terminal illness patients’

will on the medical treatment, and protect their right.
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* David Shultz, Will You Wake from a Vegetative State? New Test
Could Tell, SCIENCE, May 26, 2016, http://www.sciencemag.org/
news/2016/05/will-you-wake-vegetative-state-new-test-could-tell
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