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25 The Most Liberal Legislation
il Concerning Euthanasia in the World:

The Belgian Act on Euthanasia
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The Belgian Act on Euthanasia, promulgated in 2002 and
then amended in 2005 and then in 2014, stands for the most
liberal legislation concerning euthanasia in the world. First,
legislated euthanasia can be exercised in two ways. One
is the physician’s administration by, for instance, directly
giving a lethal injection and the other, also called physician-
assisted suicide, is the patient’s self-administration with the
aid of the physician. Second, there is no upper limit age bar
for requesting euthanasia, which means a “minor with the
capacity of discernment” is also eligible. Third, an adult
patient or an emancipated minor can request euthanasia
based on the constant and unbearable physical and as
well as mental suffering even if not expected to die in the
near future. Finally, the most liberal euthanasia legislation
means also a heavy burden for the physician, who has to
face with frequent request for euthanasia from patients and
consequently spare much time to discuss whether or not the

request is reasonable and acceptable.
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4 GUENTER LEWY, ASSISTED DEATH IN EUROPE AND AMERICA: FOUR
REGIMES AND THEIR LESSONS 69-70 (2010).
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5 See Luc Deliens, Freddy Mortier, Johan Bilsen & Marc Cosyns,
End-of-Life Decisions in Medical Practice in Flanders, Belgium: A
Nationwide Survey, 356 LANCET 1808 (2000).

6 Lewy, supra note 4, at 71.

7 Toni C. Saad, Euthanasia in Belgium: Legal, Historical and Political
Review, 32(2) ISSUES IN LAW & MEDICINE 189-190 (2017).

8 The Belgian Act on Euthanasia, Sec. 6 § 2.
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9 Art. 2 Parliamentary Act of 10 November 2005 supplementing the Act
of 28 May 2002 concerning <euthanasia> with provisions on the role
of the pharmacist and the use and availability of euthanatica (Belgian
Government Gazette 23 December 2005). See Ludo M. Veny, Law
and Ethics: The Belgian Law on Euthanasia and Minors ... A Bridge
too Far for the Current Decade?, 1 FIAT [USTITIA 200 (2015).

10 Act of 28 February 2014 amending the Act of 28 May 2002 on
euthanasia, with the intention of extending euthanasia to minors,
Moniteur Belge, Mar. 12, 2014, p. 21053.
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12 The Belgian Act on Euthanasia, Sec. 3 § 1, Sec. 4 § 2.

13 Herman Nys, A Discussion of the Legal Rules on Euthanasia in
Belgium Briefly Compared with the Rules in Luxembourg and the
Netherlands, in: EUTHANASIA AND ASSISTED SUICIDE — LESSONS FROM
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