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From Equality to Integration:
An Overview of the Development of the Americans with
Disabilities Act and lts Legal and Policy Challenges
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Institute of National Development Taiwan University )
RASEE : LR (the right to equality) ~ S/0\EREER (disability right)
X[ 5 ) & B & % (the Americans with Disabilities Act) ~ 35
& & 0 [E 8 & % (& IF % (the Americans with Disabilities Act
Amendments Act of 2008 )
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The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) was enacted
in the 1990s, which prohibits discriminations based
on disabilities in all fields of public life, including
employment, education, public transportation, and all
governmental or private places open to the public, for
the purpose of letting disabled people enjoy rights and
opportunities equally. The Americans with Disabilities
Act Amendments Act of 2008 further confirmed the broad
approach of interpreting the definition of “disability”
under the ADA. This article provides an overview of the
development and the content of the ADA, as well as the
challenges it faces today. Even if the antidiscrimination
law has been existing and implemented, the social barriers
hindering people with disabilities to effectively participate
remain. The rights of disabilities have to further pursue
social integration, rather than simply stopping at legal

equality.
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2020 1E &3 B 5/ 0\EREE /L ( Americans with Disabilities
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1 Pub.L. 101-336, July 26, 1990, 104 Stat. 327.
2 Andrew Pulrang, A Fresh Look at an Old New Law: The Americans
With Disabilities Act, FORBES Oct. 7, 2019, https://www.forbes.com/
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