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Legal Issues Regarding Using
Human Medicine on Pets
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It is prohibited according to Pharmaceutical Affairs Act to
sell veterinary medicinal products by any pharmaceutical
companies and pharmacies, and restricted to distribute
the human medicine only within the medical institutions,
pharmaceutical companies and pharmacies. In 2012, the
Public Health Bureau imposed penalties on pharmaceutical
companies which sold human medicinal products to
veterinary clinics for using on animals, which was in
violation of regulations of Pharmaceutical Affair Act.
The veterinarians couldn’t obtain medicinal products for
treating animals and resorted to the medica consequently.
In 2014, the legislator amended the Animal Protection Act
to allow veterinarians to use the types of human medicine
announced by the Council of Agriculture, Executive Yuan,
for dogs, cats, and non-economic animals when there were
insufficient medicinal products to treat animal diseases.
Because it is allowed for the veterinarian to use the human
medicine according to the legal norms but there was no
mention how the veterinarian could obtain them. The
pharmacist group was the opinion that, comparing with the
modern countries, the veterinarians should prescribe for
the pets and let the pharmacist make up the prescription;
by doing so would an institution be built. However,
the veterinarian groups rejected it because it lacked the
veterinary science for the pharmacist. The dispute stands
for years and doesn’t be solved. In this essay, the current
legal norms regarding the issue would be compared,
analyzing the nature of the issue, discussing how the human
medicine could be legally used by the veterinarians for the

pets, and find a possible solution.
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