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Utilizing psychiatric methods, forensic psychiatric
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assessment assists the courts to understand the facts
regarding the mentality and behaviors of the litigating
parties or persons concerned in civil cases. Recently,
civil issues regarding civil capacities and relevant mental
functions increased in civil litigation, collection of data
through forensic psychiatric examination got more and
more important. In the second section, the paper introduces
the current procedure of civil forensic psychiatric
examination. Section three describes the landscape of
varieties of civil forensic psychiatric examinations based
on their conceptual or practical importance. It is hoped
that the delicacy of the theories and practices could be
enhanced through the section’s introduction. There is rich
content in literature dealing with forensic examinations
of different civil capacities or mental functions, however,
due to limited space, the paper could only address the
commonly mentioned issues. These issues include mental
capacity (e.g. capacity to consent to treatment, financial
capacity, testamentary capacity, marital capacity, and
capacity for sexual consent consent), adult guardianship
and assistorship, capacity for moral cognition, and
psychological/mental injury. The paper concludes in section
four, emphasizing the importance for the courts and the

forensic psychiatric experts to collaborate to achieve the
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legal policy goal of the Civil Code by teasing out the mix-

ups of the concepts of civil capacity and criminal capacity.
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