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The Meaning of “Medical Practice”: Can the Injured Claim
Compensation against the Tortfeasor for the Expenses
Incurred in Receiving Traditional Folk Osteopathy
Conditioning at the Folk Traditional Osteopathic Institute ?
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The Ministry of Health and Welfare has regulated that
receiving traditional folk osteopathy conditioning at the
folk traditional osteopathic institutes as non-medical
practices. Therefore, the expenses paid by the plaintiff
incurred in obtaining traditional Chinese crude drugs from
the Chinese drug pharmacy and receiving traditional folk
osteopathic conditioning at the folk traditional osteopathic
institutes are not the consideration to receive the medical
practices and cannot be included in the “medical expenses”
to claim for compensation according to Article 192 or
Article 193 of the Civil Law. However, suppose the plaintiff
can prove that the expenses for such “similar behaviors
as the medical practice” are “incurred according to the
instructions or advices of doctors” or “effecting curative
effect that is beyond the usual curative effect of regular
medical practices” and “within reasonable and necessary
extent from the social point of view,” the plaintiff may
still be allowed to claim damages against the defendant
by Article 192 or Article 193 of the Civil Law for such

increase of the need in living other than medical expenses.
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