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Bleeding Death after Prosthetic
Blood Vessel Replacement Surgery and
Being Awarded Compensation
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On March 1, 2019, the plaintiff A underwent an abdominal
aortic prosthetic blood vessel replace-ment surgery at a
hospital operated by the defendant Y. The surgery was
completed at 2:00 p.m. on the same day. At 4:00 p.m.,
A’s systolic blood pressure was lower than the monitored
valued and the surgeon instructed to continue the infusion.
At 4:30 p.m., A’s systolic blood pressure was still lower
than the monitored value and he began to delirium and
complained of abdominal pain and bloating. After the
nurse adjusted the position of the equipment, the blood
pressure reading went down. The surgeon judged that
the previous reading was incorrect. At 5:11 a.m., A’s
blood pressure was still below the normal value while the
physician makes the round, so he decided to give blood and
fluids and then opened the abdomen to stop the bleeding.
However, A still died after emergency treatment. The court
held that A’s various monitoring values at 4:00 hat not yet
reached the standard of reason-able suspicion of internal
bleeding as stipulated in the medical standard and that
abdominal pain and distension were common side effects
of open abdomen surgery. Therefore, the physician was not
negligent when instructing to continue to give fluids and
conduct observation. Nevertheless, at 4:30 p.m., A’s blood
pressure was still lower than the monitoring value after

the continuous infusion and A showed delirium and other
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symptoms that met the specific criteria for hemorrhagic
shock, while most patients would only experience a drop
in blood pressure when the blood loss exceeded 30%. Even
though A’s heart rate and the respiratory rate didn't meet
the criteria for hemorrhagic shock, they didnft change
much in respect of the elderly people, to which A belonged.
Therefore, the court held the physician didn't treated A in
time at 4:30 a.m. and was negligent when he had symptoms
of hemorrhagic shock. The negligence was related to the

outcome of A’s death causally.
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