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Influences of Indigenous Peoples Health
Act to Indigenous Body Politics
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On May 26, 2023, the Legislative Yuan passed the
“Indigenous Peoples Health Act,” marking a significant
shift in the indigenous body politics’ implications of the

nation-state since 1945. This elevated the longstanding
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indigenous health policy from a planned level to a legal
status, and transformed the promotion of indigenous health
policy from a legal issue into a political one. However,
if government agencies lack political and democratic
accountability in implementing the “Indigenous Peoples
Health Act,” it could potentially lead to a legitimation crisis
in the nation’s body politics of indigenous peoples, as well
as tension in relations between indigenous peoples and Han
Chinese in Taiwan. Therefore, it is still unclear whether
the passage of the “Indigenous Peoples Health Act” will
truly contribute to improving the health inequalities of

indigenous peoples.
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