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A Preliminary Study on the Medical
Accessibility of Inmates in Taiwan
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The “United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the

Treatment of Prisoners” established by the United Nations
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explicitly address the healthcare rights of prisoners. The
concept of “medical accessibility” can be considered the
foundation of healthcare rights. This essay discuss the
current provisions on “medical accessibility” in Taiwan’s
existing ‘Prison Act’ in light of the aforementioned rules.

By organizing relevant regulations in Taiwan and
referencing the theoretical framework and current situation
of prison healthcare in Japan, it is evident that there is room
for improvement in the aspect of medical accessibility
for Taiwanese prisoners. To address issues related to the
medical accessibility of prisoners, it is necessary to address
or improve the fundamental problems of the “enclosed the
treatment environment” and the “emphasis on the security

maintenance considerations of the prison.”
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