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The Legitimacy of Regulating Medical Business:
A Discussion on Prepayment for Cosmetic Medicine
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Due to the rise of new medical business models,
particularly cosmetic medicine, the scope of medical
practice has expanded beyond the traditional focus on
disease treatment. Medical practice has also integrated
many commercial ideologies and methods. However,
certain business practices have sparked controversies, such
as prepayment under the name of “course of treatment”.
Healthcare is a highly regulated profession, and the nature
and intensity of regulation in cosmetic medicine raise
discussions about whether it should be distinguished
from ordinary medical practices, becoming a topic of
vigorous debate. Through practical cases, this article aims
to explore the rationality and considerations of regulating
medical practice, and finally discuss the appropriateness of

prepayment of medical expenses.
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