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Joint Liability for Medical Negligence
after Traffic Accident
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Defendant Y1 didn’t pay attention to the front of his
vehicle, causing his vehicle to run into the opposite lane
and collide head-on with victim A’s vehicle, who suffered
serious injuries such as neck contusion and head and chest
impacts, and was admitted to Hospital B for treatment.
The defendant, physician Y2, administered a large
amount of epinephrine, but A subsequently suffered from
unconsciousness, convulsions, and continued to have black
feces; however, at this time, Y2 had not yet performed an
endoscopy, and was only given with anti-ulcer medication.
A then suffered a myocardial infarction and was transferred
to Hospital C. Although the defendant, physician Y3,
first treated the myocardial infarction and arranged for
an endoscopy, he couldn’t do so as A had already been
in shock prior to it. The court held that Y1 was negligent
because he knew that the large amount of epinephrine
injected into A might cause gastrointestinal bleeding, and
that A had pressure ulcers due to the car accident , and that
the endoscopy was not performed under circumstances that
would jeopardize A’s life; therefore, Y1 was negligent. But
Y2 was not at fault according to the court, because he was
already in shock at the time of this transfer to the hospital.
The court found that Y1’s failure to conduct timely
examination and Y1’s car accident were the common
successive causes of A’s damage, and thus established the

joint tort liability.
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