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Mental Health Professional Has a Duty to Third
Parties When Using Recovered Memory Therapy
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Z 9% Court of Appeals of Michigan.
Lale ROBERTS and Joan Roberts, Plaintiffs—Appellants, v.
Kathryn SALMI, LPC, d/b/a Salmi Christian Counseling,

Defendant—Appellee.
Docket No. 316068. Decided: December 18, 2014
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Shortly after the defendant, a licensed professional
counselor, has provided counseling to K, K purportedly
remembered that her father had physically and sexually
abused her. Therefore, the defendant reported the
allegations to the Department of Human services. However,
the investigators found no physical evidence that K’s father
had been or was being physically or sexually abused, and
thus no charges were brought against K’s parent. Thereafter,
the plaintiff, K’s parent, alleged that the defendant treated
K with “Recovered Memory Therapy”, which improperly
made false memories of sexual abuse. The plaintiff
maintained that K severed all ties with her parents. The trial
court agreed that the defendant had no duty of care to avoid
harming third parties with her treatment of K. However, it
is entirely foreseeable that the use of suggestive techniques
to recover memories might result in the creation of false
memories of abuse by the plaintiff. The defendant is in the
best position to avoid the harm caused by the introduction
of false memories. As a result, the defendant owes a limited
duty of care to the plaintiff. Court of Appeals of Michigan

reverse and remand for further proceedings.
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