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Challenges in Border Control of Food Imports in
Taiwan: Reflections on the “Sudan Red” Incident
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As Taiwan’s food self-sufficiency has progressively

declined, it has become increasingly reliant on imported
food, which has raised the challenge of food safety
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RESE © ZAMEER (systematic inspection)  FFRIEOZE=FEE (list
of approved third countries for imports ) ~ ERE R R#EOES (EU
food import controls ) ~ 21525 (border inspection )
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regulation for the authorities. This issue has been brought
to the forefront by the “Sudan Red” incident that broke
at the beginning of 2024. As a matter of fact, food safety
risks associated with imported food are pervasive and do
not vary significantly with the country of origin. Using the
Sudan Red case as an example, this article illustrates the
difficulties Taiwan faces in controlling imported food at its
borders. Comparing Taiwan’s border control measures to
the European Union’s renowned and rigorous food safety
regulations, this study identifies Taiwan’s shortcomings and

identifies directions for improvement.
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