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Psychiatry is applied in judicial practice across the
fields of criminal, civil, and family law, demonstrating
diverse applications in Taiwan. In criminal cases, which
exhibit increasing heterogeneity, psychiatry aids the
court in determining various types of competence and
disposition measures. In civil cases, although the number
of psychiatric competence assessments has not increased
significantly over the past decade, the types of cases and
relevant competencies have become more diverse than
ever. Following the revision of Taiwan’s Mental Health
Act in 2022, compulsory psychiatric admissions are now
determined by courts composed of professional and expert
judges, further enhancing human rights protection, ensuring
access to justice, and strengthening the role of psychiatric
expertise in decision-making. Looking ahead, to promote
the integrated development of psychiatry, judicial practice,
and legal policy, it is crucial to deepen collaboration among
related experts and sectors, improve the quality of forensic

assessments, and develop standardized guidelines.
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