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Do Right Things at the Right Time:
Policy Reflections on Patient Right to
Autonomy Act and Hospice in Taiwan
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From the viewpoint of public health, this paper offers
policy reflections on Patient Right to Autonomy Act
(PRAA), the first of such legal achievements in Asia.
With high expectation of how good death can be achieved
through this law, its implementation, nonetheless,
have been facing challenges. Therefore, in this paper I
summarize the problems that have obscured PRAA’s
policy goals, including vague priority setting of PRAA
effects, inappropriate communication channel on hospice,
and confusing legal frames on the facilitation of good
deaths. I also briefly review the legal and professional
development of hospice care in Taiwan in light of historical
institutionalism. Only with these understandings, I argue,
can we capture how PRAA can be improved, by revising
the law or beyond, to serve as the guidance toward good

death for everyone that deserves it.
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