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Systemic Self-Erosion: The Case-Norm
Tension in Long-Term Care Homicide
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Homicide cases occurring in long-term care contexts have

increasingly shown heterogeneous patterns in judicial

practice and cannot be explained solely by unavoidable
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caregiving pressure. This article approaches the issue
through offense typology and the layered structure of
sentencing in criminal law, clarifying the normative
function of long-term care factors in criminal evaluation.
It argues that elevating the tragic nature of individual
cases to a general corrective standard risks a misallocation
of evaluative levels, thereby shifting systemic care
responsibilities into the realm of criminal law and distorting

its normative function.
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