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Prevention of Medical Violence Incidents:
An Analysis of the Relationship Between the
Medical Care Act and the Criminal Code
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As evidenced by the legislative history of amendments

to the relevant provisions of the Medical Care Act, the
approach to preventing and addressing incidents of

violence against medical personnel has shifted from relying
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solely on administrative penalties to a combination of
administrative and criminal penalties, with legislation
on crimes based on abstract danger further strengthening
medical safety. Furthermore, because judges have differing
interpretations of the legal interests protected by offenses
under the Medical Care Act and the Criminal Code, some
court rulings have led to misunderstandings regarding the
application of relevant laws. Consequently, the protective
purpose of the Medical Care Act as a special law may not
be fully realized.
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