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Abstract

The development of autonomous vehicles has really taken off in
recent years. However, with several accidents raising safety concerns,
there has been growing attention to clarification about legal liability
and compensation for personal injuries. The existence of 'black box' in
Al products brings out unique issues of autonomous vehicles when it
comes to risk allocation.

Regarding elements of objective accountability, with illegality
presumed under circumstances of personal damage, legal justification
will be a main focus, concretized in ‘the trolley problem’. In terms of
product liability, the determining factors of ‘defect’” under Consumer
Protection Law, including the state-of-the-art, reasonable expectations,
adequate instructions and warnings, and reasonable use, have their
various content based on the level of automation. Post-sales
obligations of manufacturers are crucial as well in the field.

In the aspect of elements of subjective accountability, the
presumption of negligence is critical for compensation in the relation
between the manufactures and the victims. As for the users and the
remote drivers, their capability of intervening in driving tasks may
give rise to potential claims of negligence. Lastly, the characteristic of
Al should not be classified as a force majeure.

In conclusion, together with interpretation of relevant elements
within civil law, collaborative effort with other areas of law should
ensure reasonable risk allocation and justice in the age of autonomous
vehicles.

Keyword: Artificial Intelligence (Al), Autonomous Vehicle,
Levels of Automation, Civil Liability, Contractual
Liability, Tort Liability, Product Liability, Manufacturer,
Defect, Negligence, Force Majeure
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